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Tulipa 'Light and Dreamy’
by Clive Nichols (page 34)
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IN BRIEF
What Dry. naturastic

Mediterranean garden.

Where Corfu, Gresce,

San Approximataly three scres.

Soil Shallow, free draining, steny

and alkaline

Climate Mediterransan, with short
rabny winters (Nowember 1o Apil) and
long, hot, dry summens, but with twice
tha raindall of othir parts of Gresce
Hardiness zone USDA 9a,

Badded into & west.facing hilside,
the stane-chad house and natune
Inspired garden capture masmarsng
wiews oved the lankan Sea and distant
mauntans. Seulpted olive trees and
pomegranates (Punica granatum)
punctuate the rich shrub and

{parennial planting below, featuring |
caleurful Centrantius ruber, Anthyiis

cytisoldes aned Satureda thymbia

52 gardenaillustraned cone A TR0

i - '_- : .
Natural selection .
British designer Jennifer Gay has transformed a neglected, ancient
olive grave intoa sublinie; sustainable garden in Corfu
-
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upper slopes.
poal terrace below the bulldir slope packed
with colourful plants, and d o i pétar
il by
s Jennifer, Compacted carth paths,
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vild and untouched area that

The plants are th
the garden’s simple structire alle
for them to shine, " The planting pa
ired by the Greek landscape

midned in o extend the | AsOn OF
add drama,” » Their ability to
withstand drought was a major consideration,
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An alternative lawn

Conventional lawn turf requires daily watering during
Corfu's long. hot and relatively dry summers, which is
why Jennifer chose Zoysia matreila, 3 hard-wearing.
drought-tolerant, tufted grass that, once established.
spreads to form a green carpet about 100m in height.
“To minimise tuftiness., you noed walk on it regularly,
oF mow it with care once & year, if need be,” says
Jonnify It tolerates temperatures down 1o about
10°C, but will go brown st around 4°C. so try the
coarnnr but hardier 2. japonica lor colder awas. It
also neads free-draining soll and some sun to thive.
We normalty witer the Zoysia lawn every | ays
during dry weather but in the UK it will rarely nesd
Wrigation once extablished *

Tol & Zoysin lawn. Jenniler advises you
wnsure the soll is wead free befors planting, then for
quick coverage (within a year) plant nine plants per
wipaare matre, spacing them 30 38m sparl. "It
worthwhde keeping on top of weading, too, while the

are sutablishing.” whe says, “Zoysis also looks
the

pl
great planted batwaen paving ston
hard surfagen, while helping to increase

drainage and reducing the risk of localised Noodng.”
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